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Major Activities in October 
 

 On October 2nd, the newly appointed Director of International Relations for the 
Spanish Ministry of Education, José Manuel Martínez, came to RCC to meet with 
Spanish scientists and researchers. 

 

 
Ángel Saénz Badillos introduces José Manuel Martínez  

Welcome to the monthly electronic bulletin of the 
Real Colegio Complutense at Harvard University. 
Its purpose is to provide, past and future researchers 
and interested friends, a sense of what is going on at 
the RCC, and to maintain the contact with our 
Alumni. 
 
We invite your comments and suggestions at  
rcc_info@harvard.edu (Elizabeth Kline) 
 

Ángel Saenz-Badillos, Director 
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 Two seminars were hosted by the Real Colegio Complutense during the month of 
October and were held at the Harvard Law School. On October 5, 6, and 7: a seminar on 
Commercial Law (“Financial Crisis: Comparative Perspective of USA and Europe”), 
took place, sponsored by Allen & Overy, Garrigues Foundation, and Santander. Program 
and directed by David Kennedy and Juan Sánchez Calero. From October 19-23, the Law 
and Economics Seminar took place, sponsored by the Rafael del Pino Foundation and 
directed by Francisco Cabrillo. 

 
 RCC Program Coordinator went to Israel and the West Bank with an educational, 
peace and justice group from the USA. 
 

 
 

 Halloween is October 31st. Some of the RCC researchers and the Program 
Coordinator had fun carving pumpkins to display both inside and outside of RCC. Paz 
Tornero and Demetrio Castro decided to give the pumpkin face a Spanish look by carving 
the face of a bull! 
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Upcoming Events  
 

RCC Lectures 
November 5: Tito Guerrero, President of Cambridge College & Gregory W. LaPointe, 
Director, Institutional Planning & Effectiveness at Cambridge College. The Demographic 
Profile of Hispanics in the United States and the Role of Education in Their Lives/ 
November 12: Pablo de Andrés Alonso, University of Valladolid, RCC Fellow. The 
Role of Boards of Directors in Corporate Governance: An Empirical Analysis 
November 19:�Virginia Caballero, UCM, RCC Fellow. Can Chemicals and some plastics 
work as endocrine disruptors? 
 
RCC Films 
November 6: Tu vida en 65, directed by María Ripoll, 2006. 
November 13: Rec, directed by Jaume Balagueró, 2007. 
November 20: Don Quijote, directed by Orson Welles/Jesús Franco, 1992. 
November 27: Átame, directed by Pedro Almodóvar, 1990 
 

 
Current Researchers 

 
Continuing Researchers (with Offices at RCC) 
Pablo González Saquero, European Union Law, U. Carloss III 
Andrés Enrique, Hispanic Linguistics, U. de Les Illes Balears 
Pablo de Andrés Alonso, Financial Law & Economics, U. of Valladolid 
Anselmo M. Martínez Cañellas, Commercial Law, U. de les Illes Baleares 
Francisco Javier Mato Días, Applied Economics, U. of Oviedo (start date: Sept. 1st) 
Rafael Gómez-Ferrer Rincon, Administrative Law, UNED 
Berit Balzer Haus, German Filology, UCM 
Paz Tornero, Arts & Sciences, UCM 
Patricia Lamo de Espinosa, Law, Defensor del Pueblo 
Eulalia Sanfrutos, European Law, College of Europe 
María de La Válgoma, Civil Law, UCM 
Irene Blázquez, Law, U. of Córdoba 
Cristina Guerrero Trevijano, Commercial Law, UCM 
Manuel Lucena, History of the Americas, CSIC-UCM. 
Judit Targarona Borrás, Hebrew and Medieval Literature Studies, UCM. 
 
New Researchers 
Rebeca Barba Egido, Zoo-archaeology, UCM 
Alfredo Cuesta Infante, Computer Science, Felipe II/UCM 
José Alberto Revilla González, Law, U. Autónoma de Madrid 
Demetrio Castro, History of Political Ideas, U. Pública de Navarra 
Ignacio de la Rasilla del Moral, Philosophy of Law, U. of Pablo de Olavide 
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Interview with Paz Tornero 
 

 
 

Red color is for change - blue color for right ideas 
 

“I believe that you need to know how technology works in order to create ideas 
and help educate children”. Paz Tornero, currently a PhD candidate in Fine Arts at the 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, is a pioneer in the world of Spanish academia. She 
is blending two very different perspectives: art and technology. 

Paz Tornero came to understand and appreciate the need for this partnership when 
“I finished my career at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh where I was attending 
to “Human Computer Interaction” classes, as well as taking drawing, filming and 
contemporary art history classes. Some school friends were into robotic classes as well as 
painting at the same time; so we were sharing all this new learning and feelings.  

This combination of art and technology is not new, although it is still not common 
and, in Spanish academic institutions, not yet popular. “In 1966 Bell Laboratory 
engineers worked with artists from an avant garden movement called “Fluxus”. Their 
collaborations and interactions led to an array of inventions including portable phones, 
remote controls, and infra-red cameras.” They, thereby, illustrated the value to society of 
linking artists and engineers – and of art and technology.  

“In Spain, these kinds of programs take place in a few public and private 
institutions, but infrequently in universities. I will take the advice of my supportive PhD 
thesis director and leave UCM for another university. In other countries, including the 
US, Holland, Sweden and Britain artists work with computer programmers and teachers 
are taught how to use technology in their classrooms. Eventually, Spanish education will 
change.” 

While here in Cambridge, Paz Tornero is meeting with many different people and 
taking a course at Harvard that connects the arts with science, based on the belief that 
“this connection increases creativity”. She discovered the local (Somerville and 
Cambridge) community cable television stations where any resident can be trained to use 
their technologies and where local programs provide opportunities exploring many 
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subjects. “I am going to be an artist in residence to teach technology and creativity with 
children.” 

“We are now living in a technology world. We need to be tech-literate to 
understand how to manage in technological societies. Perhaps, one way in this 21st 
century is to become Technocreative Hommo Ludens” 
 

 
  Interview with Rose Moss 

 

 
 

 Creative writing teacher, communicator for American audiences, and author Rose 
Moss has been a welcomed fixture at the Real Colegio Complutense for more than five 
years. Her recent book, In Court, is currently being translated into Spanish by former 
RCC researcher Encarnación Postigo. 
 Rose Moss teaches Spaniards at RCC to better understand how to write articles 
and give lectures for American audiences. She also teaches creative writing to Nieman 
Foundation fellows (journalists) and to Harvard Law School students. Her interactions 
with RCC researchers have certainly exposed her to cultural similarities and differences.
 “I help Spaniards navigate through the different environments so that they can 
succeed academically.” When asked to cite some of these differences, Rose Moss offered 
the following comments: 
 “The Spanish academic style seems to require many more words, pages, and 
complex sentences than does the American one.” Often, there is much repetition 
expressed in slightly different words. I once heard that American written communications 
are based on reporting during the Civil War that could be telegraphed, i.e. concise, clear, 
and to the point. 

RCC fellows tend to be very respectful of and defer to authority. Americans tend 
to challenge authority in classrooms and in written documents. Americans are brought up 
to believe that they are or should be equal to any authority. So, they often ask questions 
of professors and guests. They raise their hands and give their opinions. For Spaniards, 
this kind of behavior is alien. 
 I emphasize the importance of tone in communications. For example, Americans 
enjoy humor as part of scholarly discourse. Americans prefer straight-forward language 
and include their voices in their opinions, ideas, and conclusions; Spaniards are less 
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likely to expose their own thoughts. There is a timidity; a desire not to stand out from 
others. 
 When I first started teaching at RCC, I noticed that many of the Spanish 
researchers kept themselves apart from each other and from other people in the Harvard 
community. They went to the libraries and to their offices and did not socialize. Now, I 
see more interactions and more connections among RCC people and Harvard 
departments and centers. These experiences enrich academic life and help further 
professional careers. So, I am pleased to see the changes over time. 
 I encourage speaking by, for example, adjusting the seating arrangement in the 
conference room to create a semi-circle or sit around a table rather than in rows. I also try 
to create a sense of community by organizing group events such as going together to 
movies and dinner. 
 Rose Moss summed up her experiences by saying “I really enjoy learning about 
and dealing with cultural differences 

  There is an official Asociación de Colegiales del Real Colegio Complutense en 
Harvard:  

Presidente: Ignacio Rodríguez-Alfageme  
Vicepres.: Octavio Ruiz-Manjón  
Secretaria: María Pérez-Ugena  

Tesorera: Elena Gallego  
Vocales: José Luis de Castro, Emilio García Silvero, Tiscar Lara,  

Esteban Moro, Judit Targarona 
 

 

Alumni/ae News 
 

En fecha próxima se convocarán nuevas elecciones para la Junta de la Asociación. 
Candidaturas en grupo o a título individual serán bienvenidas. Si tienes ideas para dar 
nueva vida a la Asociación, inténtalo.  


