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Major Activities in September 

 
The first International Economics Course was held at RCC from September 14-

17, 2009.  Forty participants from Spanish government agencies, universities, and firms 
came to the RCC to hear from Harvard University, MIT, and Princeton University 
experts in the field of international economics. This is the first time such workshop was 
offered and was deemed “very successful” by participants. The sponsors were the 
Fundación Rafael del Pino and Fundación CECO and the program director was Pol 
Antràs. It was coordinated by Vicente Montes. 

Welcome to the monthly electronic bulletin of the 
Real Colegio Complutense at Harvard University. 
Its purpose is to provide, past and future researchers 
and interested friends, a sense of what is going on at 
the RCC, and to maintain the contact with our 
Alumni. 
 
We invite your comments and suggestions at  
rcc_info@harvard.edu (Elizabeth Kline) 
 

Ángel Saenz-Badillos, Director 
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International Economics Course (partial group) 

 
 On the last day of the International Economics Seminar, in the evening, RCC´s 
Inaugural Ceremony took place in our conference room. The photo below includes many 
(but not all) of the Spaniards who receive RCC scholarships and/or have offices at the 
RCC. The ceremony included opening words by RCC Director Ángel Sáenz Badillos, 
brief introductions by each person, words by Dean Margot Gill, a concert of Spanish 
music performed by George Little (guitar) and Emilia Salazar (flute), a poetry reading by 
RCC grantee Alvaro Santana Acuña, and a reception. 
 

 
2009-2010 RCC Fellows & Researchers 
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In a ceremony to commemorate the retirement of Harvey Cox as the Harvard 
Divinity School’s (HDS) Hollis Professor of Divinity, a Jersey cow grazed in the Yard 
adjacent to the Memorial Church, resurrecting a 200-year-old practice. 

According to legend, the Hollis Professorship, established in 1721 by London 
merchant Thomas Hollis, includes the esteemed grazing rights. Cox, who has been with 
Harvard for 44 years, decided to take advantage of the privilege as he stepped down from 
the post; he retired from the position in June. Currently the Hollis Research Professor of 
Divinity, Cox borrowed a cow from The Farm School in Athol, Mass., for the occasion. 

 
Retiring Harvard Professor Harvey Cox (and cow) 

 
Upcoming Events 

RCC Lectures 
October 1: Jaime Lamo de Espinosa, La Transición económica y política española 1976-
1981 
October 8: Eulalia Sanfrutos, European Constitutionalism and the Treaty of Lisbon 
October 15: Carlos Blanco, Why resurrection? 
October 22: Miguel Ángel Violán, Guardiola's Method: Why Good Leaders get Good 
Results 
October 29: Andrés Enrique, A Computer-aided Journey into the Voices of the Spanish 
Middle Ages 
 
RCC Films 
October 2: Qué he hecho yo para merecer esto? Pedro Almodóvar (1984) 
October 9: Die Stille vor Bach. Pere Portabella (2007) 
October 16: Sólo quiero caminar. Agustín Díaz Yanes (2008) 
October 23: El caballero Don Quijote. M. Gutiérrez Aragón (2002) 
October 30: Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios. Almodóvar (1988) 
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Seminars 
There will be three RCC administered seminars in October: 
 
October, 5-7 - “FINANCIAL CRISIS : COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE USA AND EUROPE 

(VII Seminar Harvard-Complutense)”  Directors: David Kennedy, Harvard Law 
School, and Juan Sánchez-Calero, UCM. Sponsors: Garrigues, Allen & Overy, Banco de 
Santander.  
   
October 12-16: RCC’s 20th Anniversary Symposium: An Overview of Chemistry at 
Harvard. 
Organizers: Miguel Ángel Alario Franco and Alán Aspuru-Guzik 
 
October, 19-23: VI Seminar on Law and Economics 
 Directors: Francisco Cabrillo, UCM, and Fernando Gómez, UPF. Coordinator: Rocío 
Albert. Sponsor: Fundación Rafael del Pino. 
 
NOTE: Program Coordinator, Elizabeth Kline, will be in the Middle East on a 
peace & justice trip, from October 10-21, 2009. 

 
Current Researchers 

 
Continuing Researchers (with Offices at RCC) 
Mauricio Suárez, Logic & Philosophy, UCM 
Pablo González Saquero, European Union Law, U. Carlos III 
Maria Luisa Gómez Jiménez, Law, Univ. Of Malaga 
Andrés Enrique, Hispanic Linguistics, U. de Les Illes Balears 
Pablo de Andrés Alonso, Financial Law & Economics, U. of Valladolid 
Anselmo M. Martínez Cañellas, Commercial Law, U. de les Illes Baleares 
María Alicia Langa Laorga, Cultural History, UCM 
Mercedes Burguillo Cuesta, Economics, U. of Alcalá 
Francisco Javier Mato Días, Applied Economics, U. of Oviedo  
Judit Targarona Borrás, Hebrew and Medieval Literature Studies, UCM. 
 
New Researchers 
Rafael Gómez-Ferrer Rincon, Administrative Law, UNED 
Berit Balzer Haus, German Filology, UCM 
Sonia Parratt Fernándo, Journalism, UCM 
Paz Tornero, Arts & Sciences, UCM 
Patricia Lamo de Espinosa, Law, Defensor del Pueblo 
Eulalia Sanfrutos, European Law, College of Europe 
María de La Válgoma, Civil Law, UCM 
Pablo Moreno Ger, Computer Science, UCM 
José Luis de la Calle Sánchez, Law, U. of London 
Irene Blazquez, Law, U. of Córdoba 
Cristina Guerrero Trevijano, Commercial Law, UCM 
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Interview with Lina Arias Vega 

 

 
 

 “Since I arrived in Cambridge, I left stress behind in Madrid and found the Real 
Colegio Complutense to be a very relaxing, comfortable house. Even though I worked 
very hard while at RCC – doing research, writing two papers, meeting new people, 
participating in conferences, and developing new research ideas and proposals – I felt 
more relaxed here than I usually feel even at the beach during the summer months.” 
 Lina Arias Vega, Associate Professor in Psychology at the Universidad 
Autónoma de Madrid, works on the Theory of the Mind and Emotions. She is interested 
in how and when children understand beliefs, emotions, and desires. Some of the groups 
that she studies are children with developmental problems such as autism spectrum 
disorders. Theses Children didn’t have the capacity to understand mental states of other 
people and it is necessary to teach them this competency.” 
 Lina Arias Vega  knew “many, many people (such as José Nieto, an economist 
and neighbor) who had come to RCC before and told me that it is a very good place to 
think, study, and do research. I wanted to be in such a place. My second reason for 
coming was to coincide with my friend and colleague Belén Sáenz-Rico. We wanted time 
to discuss ideas for future project collaborations. Also, I wanted to come to Cambridge, 
RCC, and Harvard not as a “visitor”, but as an insider and to feel a part of these places 
and institutions.” 
 In her  month and a half at RCC, Lina Arias Vega wrote two papers summarizing 
the results of several recent research projects about the developmental process of three 
and four year old children. She and her colleagues, in these participatory research 
projects, found that children as young as three years old are able to make emotional 
predictions in accordance with their beliefs. Their findings challenge some of those of 
previous researchers. 
 She took advantage of the people and places around Cambridge/Boston. “For 
example, I read Howard Gardner’s books and articles in Spain and studied his theories; to 
meet him in-person and be able to ask him questions was a special privilege. I also met 
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with experts in the areas of autism and Asperger’s syndrome – teachers, program 
directors, and private consultants—and learned about their techniques and practices.” 
 From her experiences here, Lina found time to improve her English. She worked 
really hard at this effort, including having daily English conversations with RCC’s 
Program Coordinator. “It is very important for me to be able to have deeper 
conversations in English with people in my research areas since I want to do more 
collaborative projects in the future. I found that I was more motivated to speak English 
here than in Spain. Now, I can understand spoken English better and can explain complex 
thoughts. By the end of my stay, I began discussions about future research projects and 
conferences with people at Harvard University and elsewhere.”  

 
 

Interview with Ana Martínez Cañete & Inés Pérez Soba 
[They are included in the Photo of the International Economics Seminar Group] 

 
UCM Assistant Professors Inés Pérez-Soba & Ana Martínez Cañete returned to 

the RCC this month to participate in the International Economics Course. Ana focuses on 
international macroeconomics, applied econometrics and monetary policy and Inés 
primarily on corporate governance, monetary policy and finance issues. Both were 
former researchers at the Real Colegio Complutense – Inés for three months in 2002 and 
Ana for four months in 2004-2005. 
 Their experiences at Harvard University and at RCC were valuable professionally 
and personally. According to Ana, “I’ve published results based on my research here. It 
was also amazing to attend seminars given by well-known Harvard professors whose 
works I had read in Spain. In addition, the Harvard libraries provided so many resources 
helpful to my research and teaching.” 
  Inés adds that “I, too, gained a lot from my Harvard experiences in the libraries 
and seminars. In addition, this was my first time in the States and I came to realize that 
many of my assumptions about Americans were not true. For example, I was surprised to 
see how many Americans are involved in social networks and are active in policy making 
and politics. I went to a Cambridge City Council meeting and saw first-hand this kind of 
participation. I had expected people to be less open and friendly than they actually were.” 
 Both praised the high quality of the International Economics Course – the talented 
speakers and knowledgeable and curious participants. “Harvard professor Pol Antras, the 
course coordinator, did a fantastic job organizing the program and introducing speakers. 
The course was very comprehensive, covering many topics including finance, trade, 
development, and industrial organization. We are looking forward to returning for 
another course at RCC sometime in the future.” 
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There is an official Asociación de Colegiales del Real Colegio Complutense en 
Harvard:  

Presidente: Ignacio Rodríguez-Alfageme  
Vicepres.: Octavio Ruiz-Manjón  
Secretaria: María Pérez-Ugena  

Tesorera: Elena Gallego  
Vocales: José Luis de Castro, Emilio García Silvero, Tiscar Lara,  

Esteban Moro, Judit Targarona 
 

Alumni/ae News 
   

Juan Pablo Sánchez, a recent RCC researcher, is  an foreign expert of the Classics at 
the Institute of the History of Ancient Civilizations at Northeast Normal University 
(Changchun, China) and the article "Scopelianus and the Homerids. Notes on 
Philostratus´ Lives of the sophists (VS 1.21.518) " was recently accepted for publication 
in Mnemosyne. (website: http://www.brill.nl/product.asp?id=7366) 
 

Rosa María Rodríguez Izquierdo, Ph. D.( Pablo de Olavide University) was appointed 
as a visiting scholar in the Harvard University Sociology Department, and will return to 
RCC from February to July 2010. 

 

Call for RCC Grants and Fellowships for 2010-2011 

The new RCC Grants for graduate students and Fellowships for Researchers will be 
announced at the beginning of October. You will be able to find them on our web page. 
(www.realcolegiocomplutense.harvard.edu) Please, help us publicize this opportunity and 
information to any students and researchers who might be interested in coming to the 
RCC. 
 
 


