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Major Activities in August 

 
 The summer heat finally arrived in Cambridge. Researchers worked hard in air 
conditioned libraries and in cool offices at the Real Colegio Complutense. The Advanced 
Group of Researchers kept up a busy schedule of weekly, and sometimes twice a week, 
public lectures (See their interview in this Bulletin). 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
September 17: Inauguration of the 2009-2010 Academic Year at RCC 
 
September 14-19: Seminar on International Economics.  Director: Pol Antras  
  
Programa 
 

 
 
  

Welcome to the monthly electronic bulletin of the 
Real Colegio Complutense at Harvard University. 
Its purpose is to provide, past and future researchers 
and interested friends, a sense of what is going on at 
the RCC, and to maintain the contact with our 
Alumni. 
 
We invite your comments and suggestions at  
rcc_info@harvard.edu (Elizabeth Kline) 
 

Ángel Saenz-Badillos, Director 
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Current Researchers 
 
Continuing Researchers (with Offices at RCC) 
Judit Targarona Borrás, Hebrew and Medieval Literature Studies, UCM. 
María Victoria Rivas, Financial Mathematics, CES, Felipe II. 
Mauricio Suárez, Logic & Philosophy, UCM 
Antonia Rísquez, Classics (Medieval Latin), UCM 
Rosa Pulido Valero, Educational Psychology, UCM 
Anna Ramón, Sociology, U. of Barcelona 
María Luisa Pérez Cañado, English Philology, U. of Jaén 
Pablo González Saquero, European Union Law, U. Carloss III 
Lina Arias , Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 

 
New Researchers 
Maria Luisa Gómez Jiménez, Law,  
Andrés Enrique, Hispanic Linguistics, U. de Les Illes Balears 
Pedro Tenorio Sánchez, Law, UNED 
Carlos Andradas, Mathematics, UCM 
Pablo de Andrés Alonso, Financial Law & Economics, U. of Valladolid 
Anselmo M. Martínez Cañellas, Commercial Law, U. de les Illes Baleares 
María Alicia Langa Laorga, Cultural History, UCM 
Mercedes Burguillo Cuesta, Economics, U. of Alcalá 
Francisco Javier Mato Días, Applied Economics, U. of Oviedo (start date: Sept. 1st) 
 
Group of Advanced Researchers 
Mercedes López Salva 
Juana Torres 
Mar Marcos 
Miguel Herrero 
Enrique Otón 
José Fernández Ubiña 
Sofia Torallas-Tovar 
Purificación Ubric 
Charles Stang 
Larry Myer  
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July Health Leadership Seminar Group 

 
 

Interview with Nuria Puig Raposo 
 

 
 
 Did you know that the East Coast of the United States, specifically the Boston 
region, was the origin of a relatively new field of study called ”family business”? Nuria 
Puig Raposo, Associate Professor of Economic History at UCM, returned to Cambridge, 
MA in February 2009 for her third stay to continue (better pursue, this was not my topic 
in 1987 or 1994)  her research on this topic.  
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She became interested in this new field initially by studying the role of family 
firms in Spain. She found that “family firms are critical to the Spanish industry and 
economy and that Spain has been one of the strongest supporters of family firms in 
Europe.” Her specific research topic is “the transformation of Spanish family capitalism 
from an international perspective”.  

This six month stay has been very productive. “From my field work, interviews, 
and library research, I learned about the rise of family business as a professional and 
academic field and found strong links between this process in Spain and in the U.S. Many 
of the originators in the U.S. were consultants and lecturers in Spain. They were 
academics from prestigious universities such as Yale, Harvard and UPenn. Wanting to 
ensure the survival of family firms, they studied them; taught about how they were/are 
capitalized; and how to legitimize them as a field of study. Their aim, from the beginning, 
amazingly was for a global market…and this was 25 years ago!” 
 “It helped that I am on sabbatical and can focus my attention and time on 
research. It was also easier to come since the place, resources, and even some of the 
people are familiar to me.” 
 
               

Interview with the Advanced Research Group  
 

  
2009 Advanced Group of Researchers 

 
 For the past four years, the Real Colegio Complutense has supported a “Group 
of Advanced Researchers” who is selected, through a competitive grant process, to spend 
two months during the summer to work together on a topic area. The 2009 group is 
focused on Early Christianity.  
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 How does such a group get formed? Each group is different and this is the story 
of the current one, as described by Mercedes López Salvá. (Professor of Greek 
Philology at the Universidad Complutense) --  the 2009 Group leader: 
 “The first time I spoke of the possibility of forming a Group of Advanced 
Research was during a dinner with Mar Marcos (PhD in History (1990) and currently 
Associate Professor in Ancient History/History of Religions in Antiquity at the 
University of Cantabria), Juana Torres (Doctor in Classics (University of Salamanca) 
and Associate Professor at the University of Cantabria), José Fernández Ubiña 
(Professor of Ancient History at the University of Granada), and Purificación Ubric 
Rabaneda (Researcher of Ancient History, U. Granada). They reacted with enthusiasm. 
Also, Enrique Otón Sobrino (Professor of Latin Philology at the UCM), Francisco 
García Jurado (Associate Professor of Latin Philology,. Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid), and Sofía Torallas Tovar (Ph D in Greek Philology. Academic member of the 
Real Academia de Bones Lletres de Barcelona welcomed the idea. Some days later, I 
spoke of the idea to Miguel Herrero de Jáuregui (Greek Philology, Ramón and Cajal 
Fellow UCM) and Jesús Nieto (now Vice Rector of Academic Extension at the 
University of León) and both were very pleased to join the Group. Others considered 
participating and finally three more Spaniards were able to come to Cambridge, MA --). 
Some could not come, but are in touch via email and shared documents. 
 Our members from Harvard University, Charles Stang (Assistant Professor of 
Early Christian Thought), Harvard Divinity School) and Lawrence Myer (Graduated in 
Classical Philology at Harvard University) are working in our same field. I connected 
with them initially by email. Other faculty from Harvard who participate include Albert 
Heinrichs (Greek Philology), John Duffy (Byzantine Literature) and Karen King  
(History of Christianity, Divinity School), Annewiese van der Hoeck (Harvard 
University and Boston College), and Laura Nasrralah (History of the New Testament 
and Early Christian Writings, Divinity School).This is the story of our Group.” 
 The 2009 Group is very organized. Before coming to the RCC in July, they met 
several times and agreed on a basic schedule and a goal of each writing a chapter of a 
book. They produced a brief summary of each one’s lecture and chapter and agreed to 
gather at least once a week to discuss implementation of these tasks. 
 The Group is comprised of classicists, historians, and a specialist in Coptic 
studies. One of the members of the Group is close to retirement and another is beginning 
her academic career. Despite (or maybe because of) this diversity, the Group has “great 
dynamics…We share ideas and learn from another person’s point-of-view… What keeps 
us together is the same common focus on the Early Christian era (ancient history).” 
 “ Our aim is to study first how the conflicts with paganism were generated in 
Ancient Christianity and how they were managed to be solved. It is our purpose to clarify 
the mechanisms of the relationship of Christianity with political power, paganism and 
within its own different groups. This research will be carried out from a historical and a 
philological point of view.  

The goal of the historical part is to analyze Christianity roots of intolerance and 
co-existence with other cultures and the political and cultural atmospheres which fostered 
them. The philological part is the presentation of case studies, such as animal sacrifices, 
pagan theurgy, oracles, prophecies, revelations, the idea of the soul´s journey or the 
concept of man’s deification.  All of these topics show the importance of the interaction 
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between Christianity and paganism. We will also pay attention to some rhetoric 
resources, such as the use of hexameter as apologetic and doctrinal tool.  

We aim to show that the Christian inheritance of pagan culture contributed to the 
expansion of Christianity in the Greco-Roman world and how, through the integration of 
Christian and pagan beliefs in the framework of Greek culture and philosophy, 
Christianism became more universal. We will use all this material to study the modern 
construction of western Christian literature.” 
 The following is a description of the Group’s public lectures: 
Wednesday, July 8th: “Tharsei! The religious value of epic exhortation to courage” 
(Miguel Herrero de Jáuregui) 

 
 Wednesday, July, 15th: “The Christian Inheritance of Pagan Theurgy” (Charles Stang). 

 
Monday, July, 20: “From Christianity to Paganism: Emperor Julian’s Attitude to 
Religious Coercion” (Mar Marcos).  
 
Monday, July 27th: “Conflicts between Christians and Pagans Revisited: the modern 
construction of Latin-Christian literature” (Francisco García Jurado).  
 
Wednesday, July 29th: “La longa via” (Enrique Otón).  
 
Tuesday, August 4th: “Christian Controversies over Martyrdom according to Nag-
Hammadi Texts (Karen King). 
 
Wednesday, August, 5th:“Antimartirial Rhetoric: Emperor Julian and the Cult of 
Relics” (Juana Torres).  
  
Monday, August 10th: “ Early Christian Representation of Pagan Animal Sacrifice” 
(Lawrence Myer).  
 
Wednesday, August, 12: “The Council of Iliberis  (ca. 309): Pagan Background and 
Modern Historiography” (José Fernández Ubiña) 
  
Monday, August, 17th:  Hell as a mean of coercion in Shenute”. (Sofía Torallas Tovar) 
 
Wednesday, August 19th: “Religious Co-existence Strategies in Late Antiquity” 
(Purificación Ubric). 
   
Wednesday, August 26th: “The Concept of Deification in Ancient Christianity”. 
(Mercedes López Salvá).  
 
 When interviewed as a group, these were some of their comments:  
“We get to create our own small world…We are taken away from our home realities and 
given a wonderful opportunity to focus on our own work and to exchange ideas and 
discuss with interesting people….We are very happy here….There is plenty of time to 
talk and walk together …So many great discussions happen during our morning coffee 
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breaks and over beers…I’m grateful to the group for helping me with my everyday life… 
Everyone is working hard and also having fun…We are excited about continuing to work 
together once we return to Spain…We are all very appreciative of RCC’s director Angel 
Saenz-Badillos for all of his help, even in finding places for us to live and also of 
Elizabeth Kline (RCC’s Program Coordinator) who is always willing to give us 
interesting tips and make our stay here very pleasant..” 
 Like many RCC researchers, leaving Spain for several months is not always easy 
or convenient. This Group of Advanced Researchers figured out how to spend two 
months in the U.S. by including some of their family members. Instead of leaving them 
behind in Spain, one brought her mother (who celebrated her 90th birthday at a restaurant 
in Cambridge); another came with his sister; another with her husband and teenage 
daughter; and another with his wife. These additional people are an integral part of the 
Group: they come to the weekly public lectures at the RCC and they frequently socialize 
together. “Our lives are enriched by including our families.”  
 
   
 There is an official Asociación de Colegiales del Real Colegio Complutense en 
Harvard:  

Presidente: Ignacio Rodríguez-Alfageme  
Vicepres.: Octavio Ruiz-Manjón  
Secretaria: María Pérez-Ugena  

Tesorera: Elena Gallego  
Vocales: José Luis de Castro, Emilio García Silvero, Tiscar Lara,  

Esteban Moro, Judit Targarona 
 

Alumni/ae News 
 

A recent, former RCC researcher, Neringa Kalpokaite, organized a conference on 
political leadership, held in Madrid. 

 

 
     Former President of Lithuania & UCM Rector & Neringa Kalpokaite 
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“I had the pleasure of organizing a three day summer course at "El 

Escorial" Monastery in Madrid, Spain. The title of the course was: Political leadership 
during the successful transitions towards the democracy: The Spanish and 
Lithuanian cases.  
The first day of the event was dedicated to the analysis of the Lithuanian case while the 
other two days were focused on the Spanish one.  
  Participation of the most important and relevant politicians from Lithuania and 
Spain created a unique and exciting climate and contributed to delivering a very high 
level of discourse and discussions by participants. 
  For me, as the organizer and a Lithuanian in a PhD program in Spain (UCM), it 
was a great pleasure to be able to bring together so many important players of the 
Lithuanian process towards democratization including the former President and current 
Member of the European Parliament (Vytautas Landsbergi) and the former Prime 
Minister (Kazimiera Danute Prunskiene).  
  We had the opportunity to listen to outstanding lectures by Spanish politicians 
including of former Minister of Government (Rodolfo Martin Villa) and Juan Antonio 
Grouse Diaz-Ambrona, the former Minister of Education.  
  On the evening of the third and final day, we had a special conference to 
recognize the important and transcendental work of Adolph Suarez who assisted 
the Rector of the Complutense University of Madrid (Mr. Carlos Berzosa).  
  The course was a total success and I am grateful to the Complutense University of 
Madrid and its Rector for trusting this project to me and for helping me realize my dream 
of organizing an international course in Spain. I am also thankful of the time that I spent 
at the Real Colegio Complutense in Cambridge, MA where I did research useful for my 
PhD thesis and for this conference.” 
 


