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Major Activities in July 

 
From June 29 through July 3, the fourth in an ongoing series of Health Policy 

Innovation Conferences was hosted by the Real Colegio Complutense in Cambridge, 
sponsored by the Josep Laporte Foundation of Barcelona. Thirty representatives from 
high management positions in private and public hospitals across Spain assembled to 
heed the wisdom and judge the experience of 8 professors from Harvard as well as one 
from Tufts Medical Center and one from John Hopkins University in Baltimore.�

The Spanish officials hailed from regions as diverse as Andalucia, Aragon, 
Asturias, Barcelona, La Mancha, Leon, Madrid, Murcia, Navarra, Zaragoza, and the 
Balearic Islands. The educators discussed thought-provoking topics such as physicians' 
pay for performance, physicians' decision making ability, patient-physician 
communication or lack thereof, trust and leadership in government and the medical 
sciences, the global epidemic of chronic disease and its solutions, cost effectiveness 
analysis, consumer versus business driven healthcare, and various aspects of health 
literacy. Soups, salads, and sandwiches were provided by the gourmet chefs hired by Au 
Bon Pain.�

 
 
 

Welcome to the monthly electronic bulletin of the 
Real Colegio Complutense at Harvard University. 
Its purpose is to provide, past and future researchers 
and interested friends, a sense of what is going on at 
the RCC, and to maintain the contact with our 
Alumni. 
 
We invite your comments and suggestions at  
rcc_info@harvard.edu (Elizabeth Kline) 
 

Ángel Saenz-Badillos, Director 
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The seminar on Business Management Research, directed by Alvaro Cuero; 
coordinated by Mauro Guillén, and funded by the Fundación Rafael del Pino took place 
at RCC from July 6-10. 
 

 
Business Management Research Group 

 
The seminar on Recent Developments in Financial Economics, directed by Luis 

Viceira and Emilio Ontiveros took place at RCC from July 20-22.  This seminar, 
sponsored by the Afi Foundation, brings Spanish consultants, business people, and 
agency members to learn from expert economics from Harvard, MIT, Chicago Booth 
GSB, the US Federal Reserve Bank, AFI Escuela de Finanzas Aplicadas, and the 
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid y Escuela de Finanzas Aplicadas. 

 
The seminar on “Intelligent Cities for a Global World”, co-directed by Julio 

González and Raquel Galindo took place at RCC at the end of this month. 
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Seminar in Gestión y Politícas Públicas (Intelligent Cities) 

 
  

During the summer, with the arrival of the Advanced Group of Researchers, a 
lobster party is organized at RCC. This year, 48 lobsters were eaten by Spanish 
researchers and their families/friends. (Note: This party was paid for by participants and 
not by RCC). 
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Upcoming Events 
 
August Seminar 
August, 3-7: III Research Symposium for Spanish and Latin American Academics 
Métodos de investigación en Salud Pública  
Directors: Dolores Acebedo, Sonia Contreras 
  
David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University, and Real 
Colegio Complutense 
   
Programa 
 
 The 2009 Group of Advanced Researchers will spend July and August at RCC 
working on the topic Conflict and Coexistence in Ancient Christianity: Rhetoric 
Strategies and Conceptual Debates.. The group’s director is Mercedes López Salvá, a 
former RCC researcher. 
 

 
 
 

 Research Group’s Schedule of Public Lectures: 
 

   Wednesday, July 8th: “Tharsei! The religious value of epic exhortation to courage” 
(Miguel Herrero de Jáuregui) 

 
 Wednesday, July, 15th: “The Christian Inheritance of Pagan Theurgy” (Charles Stang). 

 
Monday, July, 20: “From Christianity to Paganism: Emperor Julian’s Attitude to 
Religious Coercion” (Mar Marcos).  
 
Monday, July 27th: “Conflicts between Christians and Pagans Revisited: the modern 
construction of Latin-Christian literature” (Francisco García Jurado).  
 
Wednesday, July 29th: “La longa via” (Enrique Otón).  
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Tuesday, August 4th: “Christian Controversies over Martyrdom according to Nag-
Hammadi Texts” (Karen King) 
 
Wednesday, August, 5th: “Antimartirial Rhetoric: Emperor Julian and the Cult of 
Relics” (Juana Torres).  
  
Monday, August 10th: “ Early Christian Representation of Pagan Animal Sacrifice” 
(Lawrence Myer).  
 
Wednesday, August, 12: “The Council of Iliberis (ca. 309): Pagan Background and 
Modern Historiography” (José Fernández Ubiña) 
  
Monday, August, 17th:  Hell as a mean of coercion in Shenute”. (Sofía Torallas Tovar) 
 
Wednesday, August 19th: “Religious Co-existence Strategies in Late Antiquity” 
(Purificación Ubric). 
   
Wednesday, August 26th: “The Concept of Deification in Ancient Christianity”. 
(Mercedes López Salvá).  

 
Current Researchers 

 
Continuing Researchers (with Offices at RCC) 
Rafael Caballero Sánchez, Administrative Law, UCM 
Nirian Martín, Statistics, UCM  
Judit Targarona Borrás, Hebrew and Medieval Literature Studies, UCM. 
Carolina Rodríguez López, History, UCM. 
María Victoria Rivas, Financial Mathematics, CES, Felipe II. 
Nuria Puig, History of Economics, UCM 
Ángel Rodríguez, Constitutional Law, U. of Málaga 
Mauricio Suárez, Logic & Philosophy, UCM 
Antonia Rísquez, Classics (Medieval Latin), UCM 
Virginia Caballero, Veterinary Toxiocology, UCM 
Rosa Pulido Valero, Educational Psychology, UCM 
Rosa María Rodríguez Izquierdo, Multicultural Education, U. Pablo de Olavido 
María del Mar Chicharro Merayo, Sociology of Communication, CES Felipe II /UCM 
Anna Ramón, Sociology, U. of Barcelona 

 
New Researchers 
Miguel Angel Recuerda, Administrative Law, U. of Granada 
María García Pérez, Economics & Business, U. of Alicante 
Marta Rey García, Business Administration, U. of Coruña 
Inmaculada Revuelta, Administrative Law, U. of Valencia 
María Luisa Pérez Cañado, English Philology, U. of Jaén 
Lina Arias Vega, Psychology, U. Autónoma de Madrid 
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Pablo González Saquero, Administrative Law, U. Carlos III 
 
Group of Advanced Researchers 
Mercedes López Salva, Classics, UCM 
Juana Torres, Classical Philology, U. of Cantabria 
Jesús Fernández Ubiña, Ancient History, U. of Granada 
Mar Marcos, Late Antiquity Religions, U. of Cantabria 
Miguel Herrero  Classical Philology, UCM 
Francisco García Juarado, Classical Philology, UCM 
Enrique Otón Sobrino, Classical Philology, UCM 
Purificación Ubric, Ancient History, U. of Granada 
Charles Stand, Divinity School, Harvard University 
Lawrence Myer, Divinity School, Harvard University 
 
 

 
Interview with Guadalupe Arbona Abascal 

 

 
                

 
   
 Why would a Spanish and Comparative Literature professor from UCM come to 
Harvard/RCC with two children for only one month?  

Guadalupe Arbona Abascal studies short stories in Spanish and English literature 
and is currently writing a book about Flannery O’Connor, the southern American short 
story writer. It turns out that Harvard University’s Houghton Library has two collections 
of this author’s unpublished letters and three post cards. So, imagine: “It is a privilege for 
me to read and hold letters and cards which were hand-written by Ms. O’Connor.” 

Why is it important for Spaniards to know more about Flannery O’Connor’s 
writings? “She is a superb writer, especially of short stories. José Jímenez Lozano, 2002 
Cervantes prize winner, says that Ms. O’Connor is one of his masters. Her writings 
reflect her good sense of humor and a southern US cultural style of writing with 
references to African Americans and southern preachers.” 

“I collaborated with a Spanish publisher on translating some of Ms. O’Connor’s 
writings from English into Spanish: El negro artificial (Madrid, 2000), Un encuentro 



 7 

tardío con el enemigo (Madrid, 2007) and Flannery O’Connor’s essays titled Mystery and 
Manners (Misterio y maneras, Madrid, 2008) 

So, I am interested in reading more of her writings than I could find in Spain.  She 
died at a young age, 39, from lupus and wrote only two books of short stories and two 
novels. At Harvard, I am able to photo-copy her original documents and meet people 
from whom I might later want to get permission to publish some of them. I found two 
letters particularly interesting: one was written in 1950 to Robert Lowell and the other 
was a letter to John Hawkes from the hospital as she was dying.” 

“I’ve found so many materials about Flannery O’Connor and other women short 
story writers at Harvard’s Houghton and Widener libraries that I want to return. I want to 
read more about and by Eudora Welty and Carson McCullers, though my fascination is 
with O’Connor who is less well known in Spain.” 

Why did she bring her two children (Anna age 13 and Javier age 11) with her and 
what are they doing while she is busy in the library? “ I have a very supportive husband 
who encouraged us to come. He believes that in the US anyone’s personal interest can be 
developed which creates more self-confidence.” 

Our oldest child Clara is spending a year abroad living with an American family 
and studying at the Newman School in the Boston neighborhood of Back Bay. The other 
children go to a bi-lingual school in Spain and are taking classes in Chemistry, English, 
and History of America in the same school as their older sister. The school is located on 
Marlborough Street, a very beautiful and historic street. They are very happy.”  

 
  

Interview with Nirian Martin 
 

 
  
 
 How did a Spanish statistician end up studying about cancer in the United States? 
Nirian Martin from UCM’s School of Statistics came to Boston to learn about certain 
techniques that are applied by the National Cancer Institute for studying cancer 
incidence/mortality trends. 
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 Based on the work carried out by people at Dana Farber Cancer Institute, she is 
doing research about trends of incidences and mortality ratios for overlapping regions and 
also for rare types of cancer such as thyroid cancer. Finding and analyzing data which is 
limited is challenging, and these techniques offer a promising way to understand trends in 
such situations and make better predictions.  
 Her attraction to come to Boston was her desire to change direction from “my 
theoretical studies at UCM to something more practical and applied: hence, the study of 
biostatistics and techniques of the National Cancer Institute.” Working with Harvard 
Professor Yi Li, Nirian Martin has submitted a paper to be published in an international 
journal. “He is one of the authors of the techniques that I learned while here.” 
 “My main aim in Boston is to publish articles and meet people in my field. Spain 
is changing the way of teaching and doing research. Here, I have the opportunity to learn 
about American techniques which will help me in the future in Spain. I notice, for 
example, that there are many post doctoral students here; whereas in Spain it is hard to 
find post doc positions, even for good researchers. I hope that this situation will change 
over time.” 
 “As an Assistant Professor at UCM, I don’t teach much. Instead, I mostly do 
research. This year’s experience in the U.S. has been very rewarding. I highly 
recommend that others take advantage of the partnership between Spain and 
Harvard/RCC.” 
 “My family came from the Basque Country for a week and they told me that 
American people are so very practical and friendly.” 

 
 
There is an official Asociación de Colegiales del Real Colegio Complutense en 
Harvard:  

Presidente: Ignacio Rodríguez-Alfageme  
Vicepres.: Octavio Ruiz-Manjón  
Secretaria: María Pérez-Ugena  

Tesorera: Elena Gallego  
Vocales: José Luis de Castro, Emilio García Silvero, Tiscar Lara,  

Esteban Moro, Judit Targarona 
 

Alumni/ae News 
 

Dr. Alfredo Cuesta, a recent RCC researcher, in conjunciton with Dr. José Ignacio 
Hidalgo. Dr. Juan Lanchares, and Dr. José Luis Risco have recently had their book 
Problemas de fundamentos y estructura de computadoras published. ISBN: 
9788483225912. June 2009. 
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According to our records, the following RCC Alumni/ae have recently been promoted: 
Fernando Presa, promoted to Catedratico (Full Professor) 
Diana Sancho promoted to Prof. Titular (Associate Prof.), Univ. Rey Juan Carlos 
Celia Martinez promoted to Prof. Titular (Associate Prof.), Univ. Valladolid  
 
Please, send us your references if you have been recently promoted. 
 


