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Major Activities in June 

 
At the end of May and into June, many RCC researchers and grantees return to Spain or 
travel elsewhere and others begin to arrive. The photo below was taken at a goodbye 
party held at RCC on May 27th.  
 

 

Welcome to the monthly electronic bulletin of the 
Real Colegio Complutense at Harvard University. 
Its purpose is to provide, past and future researchers 
and interested friends, a sense of what is going on at 
the RCC, and to maintain the contact with our 
Alumni. 
 
We invite your comments and suggestions at  
rcc_info@harvard.edu (Elizabeth Kline) 
 

Ángel Saenz-Badillos, Director 
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 On June 4th, Jorge Dezcallar de Mazarredo (Ambassador from Spain to the USA) 
came to the RCC with Boston Consul Carlos Robles for a brief visit and conversation 
with some RCC researchers (including a former researcher, Lola Gadea). 
 
  

 
 

From June 15-19, 2009, RCC and the David Rockefeller Center for Latin America hosted 
a seminar on “Management Research in a Global and Changing Environment”. The photo 
below is the seminar group. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
July Seminars 
 
June, 29-July 3: Health Policy Innovation. An Executive Director Seminar (3rd. edition) 
Directors: Albert Jovell & M. Dolors Navarro  
Sponsor: Fundació Biblioteca Jose Laporte 
Programa 
  
July 6-10:  Management Research 
Director: Alvaro Cuervo 
Coordinator: María Angeles Montoro 
Sponsor: Fundación Rafael del Pino 
Programa 
  
 July 20-24: Summer Course on Recent Developments in Financial Economics 
 Directors: Emilio Ontiveros and Luis Viceira 
 Programa 
  
 July 27-31:  III International Research Symposium in Management and Public Sector, 
"Intelligent Cities for a Global World" 
 Directors: Julio Gómez-Pomar, Raquel Galindo-Dorado 
En colaboración con la Cátedra Madrid Global ie Business School  
 Programa 
 
The 2009 Group of Advanced Researchers will spend July and August at RCC 
working on the topic: Conflict and Coexistence in Ancient Christianity: Strategies of 
Action. The group’s director is Mercedes López Salvá, a former RCC researcher. 

 
Art Gallery at RCC Idea 

 
We have received very positive and supportive responses to the idea of creating a small 
art gallery space in the basement of RCC. People welcomed the opportunity to showcase 
Spanish artists; to increase RCC’s visibility and utility; and to respond to Harvard 
University’s desire for more cultural activities. 
 
So far, seven Spanish people living in Spain and in Cambridge have volunteered to serve 
on a committee to consider how such a place could work. There are many issues 
regarding security, access, selecting of artists, etc. that have to be dealt with before 
approving such an exciting venture. 
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Current Researchers 
 
Continuing Researchers (with Offices at RCC) 
Rafael Caballero Sánchez, Administrative Law, UCM 
Nirian Martín, Statistics, UCM 
Eukene Lacarra, Medieval Literature, U. del País Vasco. 
Judit Targarona Borrás, Hebrew and Medieval Literature Studies, UCM. 
Carolina Rodríguez López, History, UCM. 
María Victoria Rivas, Financial Mathematics, CES, Felipe II. 
Neringa Kalpokaite, Political Psychology, UCM. 
Nuria Puig, History of Economics, UCM 
Ángel Rodríguez, Constitutional Law, U. of Málaga 
Fernando Cabo, Literature, Santiago de Compostela 
Manuel Lucena, History of the Americas, CSIC-UCM. 
Leonor Pérez de Vega, Tax Law, U. de Vallodolid 
Mauricio Suárez, Logic & Philosophy, UCM 

 
New Researchers 
Anna Ramón, Sociology, U. of Barcelona 
Esther Burgos, Music Information, UCM 
Antonia Rísquez, Classics (Medieval Latin), UCM 
Virginia Caballero, Veterinary Toxiocology, UCM 
Purificación Ubric, Ancient History, U. of Granada 
Guadalupe Arbona Abascal, Comparative Literature, UCM 
Rosa Pulido Valero, Educational Psychology, UCM 
Rosa María Rodríguez Izquierdo, Multicultural Education, U. Pablo de Olavido 
María del Mar Chicharro Merayo, Sociology of Communication, CES Felipe II /UCM 
 

Interview with Fernando Cabo 
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 “I got quite interested in knowing more about US places where American writers 
such as Hawthorne, Thoreau, Emerson, and Louisa May Alcott lived and wrote”. 
Fernando Cabo, Professor of Literature at Santiago de Compostela, is particularly 
concerned with “literary historiography” or the study of how histories of literature are 
designed and written during the 18th - 21st centuries.  
 Fernando Cabo came to RCC/Harvard from March through May, 2009 to do 
research primarily on George Ticknor, the first professor of Spanish and French literature 
at Harvard University and one of the first historians of Spanish literature. During the last 
half of the 19th century, there was widespread interest in Spain. Prof. Ticknor left his 
private 16th and 17th century collection to the Boston Public Library, which he helped 
found and left many personal documents to Harvard University. 
 Ticknor spent several years in Germany and in Spain; he brought his fluency in 
these languages and his knowledge and experiences to his teaching at Harvard 
University. “I did a lot of research at the Boston Public Library and at Harvard. I read 
Ticknor’s journals of his travels in Spain and documents related to his teaching at 
Harvard. I could even read his class syllabi. I deepened my understanding of Boston’s 
intellectual climate in the 19th century and of how Ticknor managed to write a very 
important history of Spanish literature (an overview).” 
 Fernando Cabo chose to come here during his sabbatical year because he already 
knew some key professors in Harvard’s Romance Languages Department and had visited 
the area for some conferences. “I was impressed with the facilities at Harvard and at the 
BPL and how helpful people are to researchers. I was not surprised, but liked this 
experience. I also really enjoyed seeing Salem where writer Nathaniel Hawthorne lived 
and wrote his books, short stories, and tales. I visited his House of Seven Gables in Salem 
where he lived when he was interested in Spanish literature.” 
 Fernando Cabo is working on a comparative history of the Iberian Peninsula and 
“I’m sure that my research here will be useful for this work.” 
Fernando Cabo chose to come here during his sabbatical year because he already knew 
some key professors in Harvard’s Romance Languages Department and had visited the 
area for some conferences. “I was impressed with the facilities at Harvard and at the BPL 
and how helpful people are to researchers. I was not surprised, but liked this experience. I 
also really enjoyed seeing Salem where writer Nathaniel Hawthorne lived and wrote his 
books, short stories, and tales. I visited the Old Manse at Concord where he lived when 
he was interested in Spanish literature.” 
 Fernando Cabo is working on a comparative history of the literatures in the 
Iberian Peninsula and “I’m sure that my research here will be useful for this work.” 
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Alumni Interview with Ivar Zapata Olson-Lunde 
 

 
 

 “I am overwhelmed by the very high quality of the researchers at Harvard and 
MIT – the professors, post-docs, and students. I spent most of my three months in 
Cambridge working on theoretical physics at the Physics Department in Harvard 
University.” Ivar Zapata Olson-Lunde, researcher at the Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid, was very pleased with his recent stay at RCC/Harvard. 
 He does research in a new field called “quantum gases”, which may, in the future, 
have applications to fine measurements – being able to finely tune apparatuses. Another 
possible application is to build an atom laser which emits atoms instead of light. While 
here, he focused on understanding an old phenomenon (dating back to the 1960s) which 
has never been clearly observed. His research topic is: “� -phases in cold Fermionic 
gases”.   
 Ivar Zapata Olson-Lunde felt privileged to work under the supervision of Prof. 
Eugene Demler, “a young, brilliant theorist”, and to participate in the weekly discussions 
of the joint Harvard-MIT “Quantum Cold Gases” group. 
 “I’ve been asked by Prof. Demler to return next fall and I hope to come back for 
more than three months next time.”  
 
 
 There is an official Asociación de Colegiales del Real Colegio Complutense en 
Harvard:  

Presidente: Ignacio Rodríguez-Alfageme  
Vicepres.: Octavio Ruiz-Manjón  
Secretaria: María Pérez-Ugena  

Tesorera: Elena Gallego  
Vocales: José Luis de Castro, Emilio García Silvero, Tiscar Lara,  

Esteban Moro, Judit Targarona 
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Alumni/ae News 
 

July 27 and 28, 2009 - SUMMER COURSE at the University of Coruña: THE 
JOURNEY TO AFRICAN ROOTS: LITERATURE, DNA & GENEALOGY 
Organized and directed by María Frías, former RCC researcher and former Visiting 
Scholar at Harvard’s African and African American Center 
. 
Recent RCC researcher Esther Burgos was interviewed on June 8, 2009 for Lynette 
Laveau ‘s Cambridge cable television show called The Callalloo Express”. 
 
Dr. Juan Pablo Sánchez Hernández (Royal Complutense College, Cambridge/Harvard 
University) will give a talk on July 7th at the Scaliger Institute in the 
Universiteitsbibliotheek Leiden, Netherlands on Dialogues of Enlightenment in the 
discovery of Greece (Meursius’ Athenae Atticae and his readers. 
 


