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Major Activities in May 

 
The most significant news is that Spain (through Universidad Complutense de Madrid) 
and Harvard University signed a 10 year extension agreement on May 1, 2009. This 
agreement indicates the values that both institutions place on this unique partnership. We 
celebrated at RCC with a luncheon after the signing in the office of Harvard President 
Drew Faust. 
 
  

Welcome to the monthly electronic bulletin of the 
Real Colegio Complutense at Harvard University. 
Its purpose is to provide, past and future researchers 
and interested friends, a sense of what is going on at 
the RCC, and to maintain the contact with our 
Alumni. 
 
We invite your comments and suggestions at  
rcc_info@harvard.edu (Elizabeth Kline) 
 

Ángel Saenz-Badillos, Director 
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�
Source: UCM website (www.ucm.es) 

 
 

 
 

Harvard Dean Gill   Rector Carlos Berzosa 

 

 
The Rector makes a toast in celebration 
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Academic Council Members (Absent: Brad Epps, David Kennedy) 

 
 
 
 

 
Celebration Party at RCC after Agreement was Signed 
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Upcoming Events 

 
The Lecture and Film Series will begin again in late September, 2009.  
 
June Seminars: 
 
June, 15-19: III Research Symposium for Spanish and Latin American Academics 
Management Research in a Global and Changing Environment  
Directors: Asís Martínez Jerez, Raquel Galindo-Dorado. David Rockefeller Center for 
Latin American Studies, Harvard University, and Real Colegio Complutense 
Programa�
 
June, 22-26: 6th Seminar on Government Restructuring: Privatization, Regulation and 
Competition. Directors: Anton Costas, Germa Bel. Sponsor: Fundación Rafael del Pino 
 Programa 
  
 June, 29-July 3: Health Leadership. Directed by Albert Jovell. Funded by Fundació 
Biblioteca Jose Laporte. 

 
Current Researchers 

 
Continuing Researchers (with Offices at RCC) 
Rafael Caballero Sánchez, Administrative Law, UCM 
Juan Pablo Sánchez Hernández, Classics, UCM 
Ludmilla Ortega. International Relations, UCM. 
Nirian Martín, Statistics, UCM 
Eukene Lacarra, Medieval Literature, U. del País Vasco. 
Judit Targarona Borrás, Hebrew and Medieval Literature Studies, UCM. 
María R. Callejón, Economics, U. of Barcelona. 
Carolina Rodríguez López, History, UCM. 
María Victoria Rivas, Financial Mathematics, CES, Felipe II. 
Neringa Kalpokaite, Political Psychology, UCM. 
Nuria Puig, History of Economics, UCM 
Ángel Rodríguez, Constitutional Law, U. of Málaga 
Fernando Cabo, Literature, Santiago de Compostela 
Ivar Zapata Olson-Lunde, Physics, UCM 
Manuel Lucena, History of the Americas, CSIC-UCM. 

 
New Researchers 
Leonor Pérez de Vega, Tax Law, U. de Vallodolid 
Mauricio Suarez, Logic & Philosophy, UCM 
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Interview with Eukene Lacarra Lanz 
 

 
 

 “Ever since I was a little girl, I wanted to see the world. I’d rather go someplace; 
stay for a while; and experience day-to-day life there.” Eukene Lacarra Lanz, Full 
Professor of Medieval Literature at the Universidad de Pais Vasco has certainly lived her 
dreams. She has already lived in many places in the United States including Los Angeles, 
Chicago, Berkeley, Minneapolis, New York City, San Diego, Madison (Wisconsin), and 
now Cambridge, MA. 
 “I used to come to a university for one semester to do research and teach, but then 
I would have to teach twice as many courses the next semester when I returned to Spain. 
This time, I decided to come to Harvard/Cambridge during my sabbatical year. I wanted 
to stay for a long time in one place and not be teaching.” Eukene Lacarra heard about the 
Real Colegio Complutense in 2006 when she was at Harvard doing research at Houghton 
Library. At the same time, she learned about Harvard’s multi-disciplinary program called 
“Women, Gender, and Sexuality”. She was accepted as a Visiting Scholar in this Program 
from 2 October through 30 June, 2009. 
 “I chose to have an office at RCC because I wanted a place where I would meet 
Spanish people from many disciplines and you can learn a lot from it. Initially, I expected 
to do research and write a book on Celestina, but I’ve ended up expanding my topic 
because of the wonderful library resources at Harvard. I am reading about many fields of 
interest including homo-eroticism in the Middle Ages. Did you know that there is a 13th 
century poem from Medieval Galician literature about nuns using sexual devices for 
pleasure? I’m discovering many documents about Medieval French literature.” 
 While in Cambridge this year, Eukene Lacarra Lanz has been invited and given 
many lectures (on domestic violence, epic poetry, 15th century literature, eroticism) in 
places such as Harvard, Boston University, Brown, Texas A & M, Wellesley as well as at 
the Real Colegio Complutense (as part of its Fellows Seminar Series). “At Wellesley 
College, I’ve had excellent exchanges of ideas with people from different fields of 
literature.” 
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 She enjoys these personal interactions and has benefited, she says, from living in 
a residence with other foreigners. “I live in my own apartment on one floor and above 
there are post-doc students from many countries. During my stay, I’ve gotten to know 
people from Russia, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Serbia, Holland and Israel. I’ve also 
renewed a friendship made during my 2006 visit with a Russian woman who is married 
to an American. We go to concerts and the opera together.” 
 Despite her busy reading and lecturing schedule, Eukene Lacarra Lanz (like many 
RCC researchers) has found time to enjoy Boston/Cambridge and other places. “The 
lobsters here are so good and inexpensive! I love to shop in Boston. I’ve enjoyed visiting 
nearby places such as Concord, Salem, and Cape Cod…visiting my son in Chicago…and 
traveling to deliver my lectures. I’ve also taken advantage of Harvard University’s 
facilities. The first thing that I did even before going to the library was to check out 
Harvard’s swimming pool. I swim there five times a week.” 
 Eukene Lacarra Lanz summed up her experiences so far this time in Cambridge 
by saying that it was easy to settle in since she had lived in the USA before and is totally 
enjoying her 9 months’ stay. “I’ve always made friends with local people. I find it so 
much more rewarding to talk and do things with people who live in the place that I’m 
visiting. I understood how comfortable I feel here when I went home to Spain during 
Christmas time and felt that my home was Cambridge!”  

 
 

Interview with Rafael Myro  
 

 
 

Rafael Myro Sánchez is Catedrático de Economía Aplicada at UCM. My fields of 
research are Economic Growth and International Economics (particularly focused on 
the Competitiveness of Manufacturing Industries). I teach those subjects and a 
general analysis of the Spanish Economy.  

 
I started my relationship with RCC in 2004 when I stayed there for four months (as a 
Visiting Scholar in the Center for European Studies), researching about Economic 
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Growth and Technical Progress in EU and in the US. It was a great experience for 
many reasons: the good climate in RCC due to the human and professional quality of 
the people working there; the patient and encouraging work of RCC Director Angel 
Saenz Badillos;  contacts with Spanish professors teaching economics at Harvard 
University; the classes and seminars I attended  (Robert Barro´s post graduate course 
on Economic Growth and his specialized seminar on the same subject); participation 
in several seminars in CES, including that of the Iberian Group run by Sebastian 
Royo. He kindly invited me to give a speech, what I did about the Economic Growth 
and Social Conflict in the Basque Country. Alberto Abadie from the JFK School of 
Government, a known specialist in my subject, was so kind to comment on my paper.  

 
I was at RCC again in the summer of 2005, as a head of the first Group on Advanced 
Research. I asked ten researchers from several universities in Spain, half of them 
from UCM, to work with me at RCC for two months on International Economics. My 
third stay was in 2008 for four months. This time I attended three graduated courses, 
two in Macroeconomics and one in Growth and Poverty. In addition, I developed a 
research project in Growth and Information Technologies. 

 
In 2007, the Rector of UCM asked me to join RCC’s Academic Council and I 
accepted with pleasure as I think that this high quality institution is very important to 
the UCM and to the rest of the universities in Spain and it offers a strong potential for 
development. Now that the agreement between Harvard University and UCM was 
recently extended for another 10 years, we have a great opportunity to increase the 
relationship between professors and students of both universities and from other 
Spanish universities. RCC has always been a “home” for Spanish researchers and, 
from this point-of-view, it is an institution of general Spanish interest to be enhanced. 
RCC has a close relationship with the Consulate of Spain. UCM is very lucky to 
count on this institution affiliated with Harvard University. 

 
The renewal of the agreement between Harvard and Complutense University was 
preceded by an evaluation of RCC by a Special Committee. After consulting with 
several people involved in different ways in the activities of RCC, the Committee 
recommended unanimously and enthusiastically that the agreement be renewed. It 
also encouraged a stronger relationship between both universities. So, now the 
Academic Council is working on new ideas about how to do that. I feel very 
optimistic about the next years.  

 
 There is an official Asociación de Colegiales del Real Colegio Complutense en 
Harvard:  

Presidente: Ignacio Rodríguez-Alfageme  
Vicepres.: Octavio Ruiz-Manjón  
Secretaria: María Pérez-Ugena  

Tesorera: Elena Gallego  
Vocales: José Luis de Castro, Emilio García Silvero, Tiscar Lara,  

Esteban Moro, Judit Targarona 
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News from Alumni/ae: 
 
Lopez-Escribano, C. & Beltran, J. (2009).  Early predictors of reading in three groups 
of native Spanish 
speakers: Spaniards, Gypsies, and Latin Americans.  The Spanish Journal of 
Psychology, 12(1), 84-95. 
 
 
NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR STAYING IN TOUCH: JOIN THE REAL  
COLEGIO COMPLUTENSE AT HARVARD FACEBOOK GROUP.  We 
encourage all former and current RCC researchers and grantees (whether or not you 
received an RCC scholarship) to join so that you can communicate with each other, 
share ideas, and help each other. 

 
 

                                    


